
11/19/2014 Conservationists take a stand in Lake Ontario shoreline battle : News : CNYcentral.com

http://www.cnycentral.com/m/news/story?list=190258&id=1124708 1/2

5 6 3 8

5 6 3 8

SYRACUSE -- A coalition of conservationists and outdoor enthusiasts want the Canadian and United States governments to adopt a controversial plan to regulate Lake Ontario in hopes of restoring its ecology.

For the past 60 years the water level of Lake Ontario has been controlled by the Moses-Saunders dam on the Saint Lawrence River. Over time, scientists say the marshlands and wildlife along the shoreline have suffered.
research, the International Joint Commission with delegates from the U.S. and Canada has proposed "Plan 2014" to restore the diverse ecology of Lake Ontario.
Ducks Unlimited, the Nature Conservancy, The New York State Conservation Council, Audubon Society, Lake Ontario Fisheries Coalition and the Onondaga County Federation of Sportsmen

Jim Howe of the Nature Conservancy described Plan 2014 to reporters in Syracuse. "It's working with the lake and working with nature rather than against it."

The coalition says Plan 2014 would allow the water levels to rise and fall by just a couple of inches, but enough to restore the natural order of the Lake Ontario.
have a major impact on the ecology. "A lot of our marshes are in decline as a result of these stable water levels. Wetlands need to breathe." Fleming told reporters.

Critics of Plan 2014 include many property and business owners along with community leaders along the southern shore of the lake. They say every time a strong wind blows across the lake, each wave takes with it a chunk of the shoreline.
cliffs along the shore that have been carved by erosion.

But this coalition endorsing the plan downplays the impact on the shoreline properties. Howe claims communities along the south shore need just $2 million to brace themselves against the waves with
structures. "There's about 8,000 low lying properties along the Lake Ontario basin. That's $2 million spread out among 8,000 properties. We don't think that's a lot to ask."

There's no word on when the United States and Canada will act on Plan 2014 for Lake Ontario.

Conservationists take a stand in Lake Ontario shoreline battle 
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Steven Phillips · ·  Top Commenter · Syracuse University

Two million dollars spread out over 8000 properties... does that not equal $250.00 each? What kind of break water or erosion protection can someone build with $250.00? Who is the contractor they figure is going to improve break waters and other structures on 8000 properties for two million dollars? Did anyone do the math here?
Yes, as someone said, it is about time they did something, Those cliffs are moving back several feet every year but they can not even pour a single break wall the size needed for one set of cliffs for this amount of money... Maybe I am over thinking this but someone has to...
Reply · Like · Follow Post · 10 hours ago

Richard Henry
Costs are 250$$ PER FOOT of frontage, if not more.
Reply · Like · about an hour ago

Joseph McCarthy ·  Top Commenter · Bryant & Stratton College

It's about time they acted.
Reply · Like · Follow Post · 12 hours ago

Richard Henry
They are "acting", and badly. Plan 2014 fundamentally ignores property rights; i.e. the CONSTITUTION. The losses, on an ANNUAL basis will be 10X or more, as much as they are guesstimating. 
property; business or private. Loss of those tax revenues will have to be made up by inland taxpayers; schools and prop..
Reply · Like · about an hour ago

Joseph McCarthy ·  Top Commenter · Bryant & Stratton College

Richard Henry The erosion is natural and has been occurring since the beginning of time. Irresponsible property owners that built where they shouldn't have in the last decade.
Reply · Like · 39 minutes ago
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